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NOT POPER Y. 
BUT THE 
Proteſtant Religion 

The Support of the 
Confirmed out of the Mouth 4 that Bleſſed Mar- 
tyr King CHARLES I. of Pious Memory. 


Witiz other of his Sayings and Inſtrudions concerning both 
Religtm and Governnent, wor:hy to bs ferioufly confi- 


dered by all PROTESTANTS. 


F the Soul of the Bleſſed Martyr, from his Manſion of Bliſs: and 


Glory, could look down and behold a part of himſelf embra- 
cing a Religion ſo much averſe to his Royal Judgment, and Pi- 
ous Mind, and ſo contradictory to what he profeſſed and laid 
his Life down for; and which truly entitles him to Martyrdom, 
it cohld not but wonder at leaſt, if not grieve. (might ſuch Paſſion be 
admitted to Celeſtial Spirits) to behold the danger of introducing a 
Religion into theſe Proteſtant Kingdoms, that will infallibly over- 
throw that Church and Government he ſo hjghly prized ; and in ef- 
fet, make him an Heretick,in dying tor a falſe Religion : But we doubt 
not, as that Holy Royal Martyr is employed in more beatifick Viſions, 
and ſees not what in his Life time he would ſcarce ever have believed 
from any Prophet or Oracle: He 1s not concerned with our Troubles; 
yet we think it not unneceſſary, that this Holy Martyr's Words ſhould 
never be forgotten, or ſleep in oblivion, who was ſo great and zealous 
an Aſlertor of the Proteſtant Cauſe ; and that they may even ſtare thoſe 
in the Face that arc moſt concerned, and appear before them in moſt 
indelible Characters, never to be blotted out of the Memoites of all 
Proteſtants; and whoſe Judgment therein ought to be moſt ſacred, e- 
ſpecially to his own ſue, ſince his Sacred Life was laid down, and his 


Royal Blood ſhed for that Cauſe which 1s almoſt now abandoned and. 


forſaken; and which depends only on the Life of our now Sacred So- 
vereign, whom the God of Heaven preſerve for the Peace of theſe Na- 
tions. Amen. F- 

In his late Majc{ty's Speech to both Houſes, on Feb. the 3d. 1640. 
about the Papiſts, he ſays, I take in good part your Care of the true Re- 
ligion eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, from which [ will never depart 


h is againſt my mind, that Popery or Superſtition ſhowld any way increaſe 


within 
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within this Kingdom, and I will reſtrain the ſame by cauſing the Laws to be put in Exc- 
cution. * Tam reſolved to provide againſt Feſuites and Papilts, by ſetting forth a Proclama- 
tion with all ſpeed to command them to depart the Kingdom within one moneth, of which 
if they fail, or ſhall return, then they ſhall be proceeded againſt according to the Laws. 


Likewiſe in his Speech to the Knights, Gentry and Freehc!ders of the County 
of Lincoln at Lincoln, Faly 15. 1642. He thus exprefſcs himfſclt, . Þ aſſure yo wpon 
the Faith and Honour of a Chriſtian King, IT will be always tends 5f any thing that may 
advance the true Proteltant Religion, &c. this Bleſſed Martyr mock'd not at the word 
True Proteſtant, it is his, though now ridicu'd, Here mark his Solemn Protelta- 
tion madeat the Head of his Army, Sept. 19. 1642. T do promiſe in the preſence of 
Almighty God, and as T hepe for bis bleſſing and protedion, that I will to the utmoſt of my 

wer, defend and maintain the True Reformed Protcttant Religion, eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England, and by the Grace of God in the ſame will live and die, T deſire to 
govern by the known Laws of the Land, and that the Liberty and Property of the Subject, 
may be by them preſerved with theſame care as my own juſt Rights, &. And I do (6- 
lemnly and faithfwlly promiſe in the fight of God, to maintain the juſt Priviledges and 
freedom of Parliament, and to govern by the known Laws of the Land, &c. And again, 
in his Speech to the Lords and Commons at Oxford, Apr. 26. 1644. He hath theſe 
words towards the cloſe of his Speech————- And. be -aſſnred that there is noprofeſſi- 
on which T have made for the defence and *maintenance of our Religion, Laws and Liber- 
tres, which T will not inviolally obſerve. 


But his Proteſtation made at Chriſt Church in Oxford 1643 jult before his receiving 
the holy Exzchariſt, for being then about to receive the Sacrament at the hands of the 
Lord Archbithop of Armagh, riling up from his Knees, and beckning to the Arch- 
biſhop to forbear alittle, he made this Solemn Proteſtation which ought never to be 


forgot , 


My Lord, I eſpy here many reſolved Protcſtants, who may declare to the World the re- 
Solution I now make. T have to the utmoſt of my power prepared my Sou! to become a wor- 
thy receiver,and may I fo receive comfort by the Bleſſed Sacrament, as T do intend the Eftablſſ:- 
ment of the truly Reformed Proteſtant Religion, as it (Food in its Beauty in the happy days 
of Deen Elizabeth, without any comivance at Popery, and may this Sacrament be my 
Damnation, if my Heart, does not joyn with my Lips in this Proteftation. : 


And yet there were thoſe whp would have this King a Papift,. but they were only 
ſuch of themſelves, as endeavoured to make him odious to his People, and as a Prieſt 
lately in Ireland, who brag'd that our now Sovereign was of the Romiſh Religion, 
for which he was fined 200 /. at the Afſzes, and lyes in Gaol to this day. But 
by this Proteſtation the World may judge how far this good King was from endur- 
ing the Romiſh Religion in his Kingdom. | 


And again in his Letter to the Judges to be Publiſhed in their Circuits, Fzly 4. 
1642. He gives them a Charge, That they take care by all the beſt means to ſuppreſs Po- 
pery, in. all the Counties, by putting the Laws againſt them m Execution, &&c. And fur- 
ther bids them aſſure his good Subjets on the Word of a King, who called God 
to Witneſs, That He was reſolved with Gods aſſiſtance conſtantly to maintain the True 
Proteftant Religion, &c. 


In his private Letters tothe Queer, with whom he would not diſſemble, he tells 
her in ſeveral places, that he will never quit his Religion, but remain conſtant to the 
maintaining Epiſcopacy. 


In his Inſtructions to his Commiſſions for the Treaty at Uxbridge, He declares to 
them, That he cannot yield to changethe Government of the Church, being bound thereto by 


His Coronation Oath, and that they muſt do nothing to change or leſſen the dependency 
of 
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of the Clergy on the, Crown entirely, without which it will ſcarce ſit faſt upon the Kings 


Head : So that Popery abſolutely overthrows this, when the Clergy depends on the 
Pope altogether, and nothing on the Crown, 


How well alſo His Late Majeſty argued for Epiſcopacy as the only truc Religion, 
and moſt agreeable to the Word of God, may be ſcen by His Learned Papcrs ' 
which we (hall net mention, and as he lived fo he dycd, in the ſame Conftancy of 
aſſerting ad maintaining of the ſame Proteftant Religion; for being on the Scaffold, 
and about to feal to his laſt words with his bloud, He favs, My Conſcience in Religion 
is very well known to all the World, and therefore I declare before you all, That T die 
a Chriftian according to the Profeſſion of the Church of England, as I found it leſt to 
me by my Father, &c. | 


In his firſt Paper to Mr. Hindrrſon He declares how he was by his Father King 
Zames, whom none could call in queftion inthe particular of Religion, brought up. 
in the right Religion (not Popery, inark that) and that he had laid in him: the 
grqunds of Chriltianity, in which he had continucd to that day, and that nothing 
made him reverence the Church of England more than that its Reformation was eftec<- 
cd neither with Multitude or with Tumult, but legally and orderly, and by fuch 
viho had only the Retorming Power. 


And as he had been well infiructed and fctiled in the True Proteſtanz Religion him- 
{:1f, ſo he endeavourcd to inftrudt and fix his Children, as the Rclation under the 
Lady Elizabeths own hand teltities, being {ome of his laft words to her, to ground 
her againlt Popery, recommending, to her reading tor that end, Biſhop Andrews's 
Sermons, Hooker's Ecclhiattical Policy, and Bithop Lar4's Book agiinft Fiſher. And 
thus he inſtructed his Son our now Dread Sovereign, in his Icon Bafilicon : Above 
all, ſays he; I would have you well grounded and ſettled in your Religion, that of the 
Church of England, in which you have been educated, &&c. And again, I charge you ta 
perſcvere in it, as coming neareſt to Gods Word for Doftrine, and to the Primitive Exam= 
ples for Government, &c. And alittle aftcr, Tour Fixation in matters of Religion will 
zot be more neceſſary for your Souls than your Kingdoms Peace, when God ſhall bring you 
to them. And in the ſame Advice laid down to his Son, he proceeds 2fter this 
manner— If you never ſee my Face again, I require and entreat you, as your Fa 
ther and your King, that you never ſuffer your heart to receive the leaſt check, againſt, or 


' diſſatisfa@ion from the true Religion, eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, T tell you T 


have try'dit, and aſter much ſearch, and many diſputes, have concluded it to be the beſt in 
the World, &c. 


And notonly as to Religion did this Bleſſed King and Martyr give inſtructions to 
the Prince his Son, now our Sovereign; but alſo in other matters of Government, 
worthy to be Recorded in Letter of Gold, and which no doubt are fixed deeply in 
His Majeſtics Memory, and willnot be forgotten by him 3 among the many others he 
adviſes him and ſays, Never repoſe ſo muth upon any Mans ſingle Councel, Fidelity 
and Diſcretion, in managing Afairs of the fiſt Magnitude (that is matters of Religi- 
on and Tuſtice) as to create in your ſelf, or others a diffidence of the Judgment, which is 
lik-ly to be always more Conſtant and Impartial to the Intereſts of your Crown and King- 
dom than any mans. Next, beware of exaſperating any FaGtions, by the croſneſs and aſpes 
rity of ſome mens Paſſions, Humors, or private Opinions, imployed by you, grounded only 
hon the differences in leſſer matters, which are but the Skirts and Suburbs of Religion. 
Whrerein a charitable connivance, and Chriſtian Toleration, often diſſipates their ſtrength, 
whom rougher oppoſition fortifies, and puts the deſpiſed and oppreſſed Party into ſuch Com- 
binations as may moſt enable them to get a full Revenge on thoſe they count their Perſecu- 
tors, who are commonly aſſiſted by that vulgar Commiſeration which attends all that are ſaid 
ro ſuffer unilr the Notion cf Religion. Always keep up ſolid Picty, and thoſe Funda- 
mental Truths, which mend both hearts and Lives of Men with impartial favour and Fu- 
ftize. Tahehecd that the outward Circumſtances and Foralities of Religion devour not all, 

or 
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or the beſt encouragements of Learning, Induſiry and Piety, but with an equal ey: and im- 
partial hand, diſtribute favours and rewards to all men, as you find them for their real good- 
neſs, both in abilities aud fidelity, worthy and capable of them. This will be ſure to gain 
you the hearts of the beſt, and the moſt too, who though. they be not good themſelves, yet are 
glad to ſee the ſeverer ways of Virtue, at any time, ſweetned by Temporal Rewards, T 
would not have you to entertain any averſation or diſlike of Parliaments \ which in their right 
Conſtitation with Freedom and Honour, will tever injure or diminiſh your Greatneſs, but 
will rather be as interchanpings of Love, Loyalty and Confidence between a Prince and 
bis People. 


Thus we ſee on what Pious Foundations of both Religion and Juſtice, this King 
built his Policies 3 the Proteſtant Religion he eſteemed his Glory, and the Prop of the 
Engliſh Crown 3 Parliaments, the Pcoples Love, Liberties and Properties, he cticemed 
his Chicf Support ; and a wrong to them an injury to his own Right. Popery he 
held ' abſolutely inconfiftent with the Conſtitution of this Realm, and no doubt did 
never nxpe&, that one out of his Loines, who was Martyr'd for the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
and the Church of England, ſhould ever declare for the Church of Rome, be a Pro- 
feſſor of it, and give hopes to the Papiſts of ſetting up their Authority and Domini- 
ons in theſe Kingdoms. | 
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